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The fact that people move both within and out of the region has implications not only for the wellbeing of migrants themselves, but also for the sending and receiving communities.
Although there have been studies on regional economic integration with the improved mobility of goods and capital, how this has impacted on the socio-economic condition and cultural practices among the local people along the road as well as at the border regions are still under-studied, especially from the perspective of gender and ethnicity.
Some of the aspects that need to take note of are:
 Changes in agriculture production, such as changes induced by increase in contract farming and plantation with cross-border investment in agriculture  Changes in people's livelihoods, which can occur through cross-border tourism, crossborder trade, cross-border transportation and investments.
 Changes in cross-border migration and daily mobility of people, and how mobility is used by local women and men to cope with or take advantage of economic integration.
 Changes in access to social services such as health and education  Changes in land use and land ownership under contesting demand for land
The workshop explores how mobility of goods and people are changing as a result of road infrastructure development and economic integration policies, how such changes affect the livelihoods of the people along the road, and how such changes further affect the way of life and practices of local women and men, especially in terms of gender-based power relations. The effects can be varied for different communities, ethnicity, gender and age, and their coping/ adaptation strategies will also be different. 
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